
Investing in Technology to Enhance Education
What would help you better inspire 
students? That’s the question the 
Foundation asks the teachers and staff 
of Willow Glen Middle and High 
Schools. 

We’re proud to raise money each year 
to help dedicated staff bring the best 
resources directly to our students.  The 
Foundation has allocated over 
$300,000 to student-oriented 
programs during its eight years.

07/08 Allocations Report

Here’s a quick look at a few Foundation allocations this year:

Interwrite Smart Pads – Each middle and high school math teacher is using 
this Bluetooth™ wireless pad to teach interactive lessons from anywhere in 
the classroom.  “The tool enables teachers to improve instruction in at least 
three ways.  First, it creates a clearer presentation.  Lessons are presented 
quickly and accurately,” explained Patrick Hanks, WGMS Math Department 
Chair.  “Second, it provides the ability to instantaneously check for student 
understanding.  Individual student answers can be projected for all to see, 
motivating students to do their best.  Finally, students achieve greater under-
standing by breaking procedures into small understandable steps.”

Leadership Camp Fees for Student Leaders – Middle and high school student 
leaders attended a student-run camp. Leadership Advisor Melissa Foster said 
participation in leadership camp helps “promote leadership capacity in young 
people who are elected to leadership positions with an eye to educating them 
to lead their peers in the on-going academic and co-curricular activities.”

1/2 Entry Fee for the Robotics Club’s First Competition – The High School 
Robotics Club and its Boosters are thriving. They’ve been busy securing 
corporate grants including ones from Google, BAE, and Lockheed Martin.

High Quality Dissections – 7th grade Science teachers received funding for 
science specimens. These specimens provide enrichment during study of 
animation classification through a hands-on understanding of reproductive, 
digestive, and nervous systems. “Our school is the only one to offer such high 
quality dissections that prepare students for high school and college-level 
science classes,” agreed Middle School Science Teachers Glenda Yap and 
Samta Nema.

http://willowglenfoundation.org/

Congresswoman Lofgren and Concilmember Oliverio in front of eager WG high school students at Career Day  ‘07, made possible by contributors like you!

SUPER IOR  PROGRAMS  AND AC ADEM IC  EXCELLENCE  IN  WILLOW GLEN

ANNUAL REPORT   JUNE ‘08  VOL 5

SAVE THE DATE!
Sept. 7, ‘08 – Alumni Class Reunion Picnic

Nov. 2, ‘08 – Wine Tasting

Jan. 31, ‘09 – PAB Boosters 3rd Annual Crab Feast

Late Spring ’09 – WGHS Career Day

Don’t Miss A Thing!  Visit our website often. www.willowglenfoundation.org

c/o Willow Glen Ed Park
2001 Cottle Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125
http://willowglenfoundation.org/
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Barbara Bremner
Maria Fox
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Performing Arts Boosters: Kathy Hopp
PAGE: Natalie Snyder
Robotics Boosters: Brent Chinn

BOARD MEMBERS
Kim Guptill, President
Carol Myers, VP/Auditor
Dave Davis, Treasurer
Richard DeBolt, Secretary
Pam Foley,  Area 3 Trustee
Erin Green, WGMS Principal
Shannon McGee, WGHS Principal
George Rix, WGMS Faculty Rep.
Melissa Foster, WGHS Faculty Rep.
Miranda Hodges, WGHS Student Rep.

WGHS’ s Advanced Treble Clef 
Choir at the Willow Glen Christmas 
Tree Lighting

Greater Funding Success & Student Achievement
President’s Report

Organization Notes
2 New Principals. We kicked off the year by welcoming two new Principals: Erin Green at the 
Middle School, and Shannon McGee at the High School.  We are incredibly lucky to have them!  
They are both extremely energetic, entirely devoted to the kids, and excellent advocates for the 
schools.

New Foundation Treasurer Dave Davis. Dave is a partner at Johanson & Yau Accountancy, 
and an active member of Rotary.  He brings many years of excellent experience in non-profit 
accounting to the position.

Music Boosters Changes To Performing Arts Boosters (PAB). PAB more accurately 
reflects all the programs they support.  Darla Arndt chairs this amazingly successful Foundation 
Branch.  Kathy Hopp superbly represents PAB on the Foundation Board, read her report inside.

Fundraising Highlights
6th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction at the Garden Theater.  Another great success: 
we raised over $27,000 – a new record.  This is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and deep thanks 
go to David Heiman, Event Chair, and Barbara Bremner,  Auction Chair.  Special thanks to Robin 
Denton for handling ticket sales with such a smooth touch.

New Alumni Fund. One of our members, Nancy Gum, a local orthodontist, donated a patient’s 
fee to establish a new “Alumni Fund.”  We plan to build on this endowment through outreach to 
alumni and “honorary alumni”. The kickoff will be an All Class Reunion Picnic, slated for September 
7.  Mark your calendars for a fun day to renew old friendships, dance to some great music, and 
support the schools.

Watch Your Mailbox. School parents, alumni, and Foundation supporters will be getting a 
Call-to-Action letter in June.  Please do give generously, as I know you always do.

Funding Focus
Allocations. This year, both schools chose to focus on technology, and we’ve been pleased to 
support their joint requests.  Victoria Ladd, our excellent Allocations Chair, reports on these and 
other allocations in her report on the cover.  We end the year again with one of my favorite 
activities: awarding scholarships to deserving Seniors. This year, we funded five $2000 scholarships, 
up from $1000 in past years.   

A Few Goodbyes 
We say goodbye to Beth Martinez, who has served as Public Relations Chair for – well, forever.  She 
is responsible for the great press coverage we’ve received over the years, for designing and creating 
our promotional materials, overhauling our website, and even managing the Wine Tasting ticket 
process for several years—a huge job.  She has done a superb job of raising the visibility of the 
Foundation, and we bow to her amazing dedication and hard work.  

We also bid adieu to Carol Myers, who has served as Vice President for the 3+ years.  Thank you, 
Carol, for your long-standing and passionate support of all things Willow Glen.

After four perfectly wonderful years, it is time for me to turn the reins over to a fabulous new 
President: Maria Fox.  Maria is the outgoing Middle School PTA President, and has done an 
outstanding job leading the PTA to new heights of fundraising and student advocacy.  She will have 
as her right-hand Barbara Bremner, as VP, whose creativity and organizational skills are now 
legendary at the Foundation.  

It has been a true pleasure and a distinct privilege to serve as Foundation President.  I thank 
everyone for their marvelous support over the years.  You are in excellent hands.

In closing, I encourage you to attend a Foundation meeting — the first Wednesday of the month, 
7:00 -9:00 PM in the Media Center — and to join us on the Board. We’re looking for a Fundraising 
Chair and a Membership Chair for next year. Join us as we continue this important work!
 

 

Warm greetings to all of our wonderful 
members!  I am extremely pleased to report 
that we’ve had yet another fabulous year 
supporting Willow Glen Schools. The Founda-
tion has raised over $70,000 so far, a 40% 
increase over last year’s record level!

Kim Guptill
President, Willow Glen MIddle School
and High Schol Foundation

WGHS’s Leader of the Pack:
Nicole Sommers, Emma Hopp, 

and Kalen Bigger charmed the audience
with a rendition of “Baby I Love

You” by the Ronettes. 



SHOW  YOUR  WG  SCHOOL SPIRIT!
Donors who contribute over $500 per year,
receive a newly minted Donor Pin.

Another Record Year • Thank You!
07/08 Donor List – Foundation Dues and/or Contributions

Class of ‘08 Is Headed to College
Partial List of Where Grads are Going This Fall

Universities of California
Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Riverside,
Los Angeles, San Diego, Santa Cruz, 
Santa Barbara, Merced

Private Colleges-California
Occidental College
Azusa Pacific University
Santa Clara University
University of the Pacific
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
St. Mary’s College of California
National Hispanic University

Out-of-State Universities
University of Pennsylvania
University of Oregon
Washington State University
Marist College
Arizona State University
New York University
Lewis and Clark College
University of Puget Sound
Seattle University
Gozaga University
Oregon State University
University of Arizona
Seattle Pacific University
Colorado College
University of Colorado, Boulder
Syracuse University
Northern Arizona University

California State Universities
Fresno, Fullerton, Stanislas, Channel 
Islands, San Diego, San Jose, Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo, Cal Poly Pomona, 
Sacramento, San Diego, Sonoma, 
East Bay, San Francisco, Long Beach,
Los Angeles, Monterey Bay, Chico
San Marcos

Community/Vocational
West Valley Community College
San Jose City College
Evergreen Community College
DeAnza Community College
Mission College
Foothill College
Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising
Academy of Art

Allocated $15K to Support 300+ Student Performers
Performing Arts Boosters’ Report

2007-8 Performances
WG Founders Day Parade  
Back-to-School Night
Football/Basketball Games  
Foundation Wine Tasting
Homecoming Parade/Game 
The Ainsley House
Christmas in the Park  
Caroling on the Avenue
Service Club Events  
WG Christmas Tree Lighting
Holiday Concerts

Plays/Musicals/Shows
HONK Jr!   
Leader of the Pack  
Battle of the Bands  
The Worst High School
  Play in the World  

–– Kathy Hopp
PAB Representative,
Willow Glen MIddle School 
and High Schol Foundation
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TWGMS Production of HONK, Jr. 

TOP – Mama duck (Katie TenBoer) lists
the barn yard rules to recently hatched 
ducklings (Sara vonDohren, Jane 
Markham, Melissa Giddens, Julianna
Tovar).  RIGHT – Feline predator 
(Amanda Hettema) brags about “having” 
the ugly duck for lunch. 

07/08 Allocations Included:
Travel to Festivals – PAB 
helped send the Middle and 
High School Band and Choir to 
a number of festivals including 
those in LA, SF, and throughout 
the Caribbean.

Fall Play – PAB helped with 
expenses for the Middle and 
High School’s joint effort “The 
Worst High School Play in the 
World.”

Spring Musical – PAB helped 
with expenses for the Middle 
School’s Spring musical, “Honk 
Jr.”.

Casual Band Uniforms – PAB 
helped pay for shirts for more 
casual band performances.

Sylvia Pacheco
Psychology

San Jose State University

Helping Motivated Students Pay For College
‘08 Foundation $2000 Scholarship Recipients
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Cynthia Duran
Business

San Jose State University 
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Tania Rodriguez
Psychology

Azusa Pacific University

Maria Florissa Sy
Nutritional Sciences

San Jose State University
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English

UC Berkeley
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WGMS Robotics Team
BotBall, Spring ‘08
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WGMS Robotics Team
BotBall, Spring ‘08
 

8 Year Donors 
Dennis and Deborah Bishop
Amy Lambert and John Braunreuther
Jim and Debbie Casalegno
James and Nancy Dumas
Michael and Pamela Hardt English
Mark and Judy Findeisen
Nancy Gum
Kim and Rick Guptill
Ben and Michelle Holback
Berry and Teri Kane
Vern and Victoria Ladd
Eric and Trish London
Eric and Sylvia Lopez
Barbara Bremner and Jeffrey Lutze
Mike and Ann McCabe
Joseph and Celeste McClendon
Garry and Jean Morrow
Judy and Peter O'Shaughnessy
Paul and Kathy Philp
Claudia and James Pierson
Gina and Doug Ray
Jerold and Ruth Reiton
Craig and Shari Rodenberger
Gino and Cecilia Sartor
Melora Scharf
Cynthia and Douglas Schroeder
Danny and Mary Sommers
Denise and John Tom

4-7 Year Donors 
Susan Bruening 
Will and Karen Clinton
Richard and Maureen DeBolt
Steven and Robin Denton
Marc and Linda Krakow-Eaman
Timothy and Linda Edmunds
Andrew and Catherine Edwards
Pam and Mike Foley
Bret and Melinda Gedryn
Pat and Michael Georgoff
Gary and Rosie Gibilisco
Peter and Kristi Haight 
Victoria Hamilton 
James and Rebecca Hettema
Carol and Grant Imper
Daniel and Nancy Joyce
Loyd and Zoe Kinsworthy
Keith and Julie Lundquist
Tim and Sharon Malone
Gilbert and Beth Martinez
Mitch and Cindy Method
Diane and Timothy Moran
Tom and Carol Myers
Dave and Claire Owens
John Pisacane and Teresa Newell
Luz and Alan Roscow
Victor and Barbara Saka 
Suzanne and Fred Schnabel
Fred and Mary Schorr 
Stan and Maureen Searing 
Paul and Carrie Smith
Don and Julie Tornincasa
Lambert and Yuri Woo
Debby and Tony Yaconelli

1-3 Year Donors 
Pam Aberg
Marylea and Patrick Adams
Brian and Ann Agee
Yisam Amann
Lisa Arbum
Cynthia Armstrong
Darla and Mark Arndt
Judy and John Asuncion
Michael and Shirley Tanase Aubrey
Robert Aviles
Russell Bado
Alfred and Marguerite Bandara
Connie and Stephen Bantillo
Sharon Baronessa
Tauni and Moses Barreras
Carol Bean
Matt and Jill Beasley
Kathy and Marty Behrendt
Pam and David Belgum
Ron and Chris Bennett
Christopher and Marguerite Bennett
Sheryl Bilbrey
Janice Boesch
Paula Bohnhoff
Jack and Caroline Booth
David and Lee Anna Botkin
Diana Boydston
Nancy Bracewell
Lyndal Bradley
Pat and Christine Bramer
Gilbert and Marilyn Bray
Jeffrey and Tracy Brobst
Jon and Ginger Brown
Kris and Dave Buchanan
Albert and Kate Buenrostro
Philip and Cindy Bullock
Paul Burdick
Mark and Gail Cahn
Stephen Campbell
Eva Campos
Barbara and Eli Cardenas
Edward and Marguerite Cardinal
Dennis and Charlene Carlascio
Robert and Wendy Carlson

 

Business/Corporate Matching Donors
Adobe Matching Gifts
B3 Advanced Communication Systems, Inc.
BAE Systems Ground Systems Division
Broderick & Company
City of San Jose-Council Grant District #6
Global Impact
Intero Real Estate Services - Louise Gliozzo
Intuit Foundation
Johanson & Yau Accountancy Corporation
Lockheed Martin
Scrap Lovers @ A Work of Heart
Sterling Madison Company of San Jose

Keith and Keisha Lynne Carnahan
Brian and Jacqueline Carolan
Daniel and Connie-Rae Carr
Bryce and Laura Carroll
Michael and Dorothy Carroll
Linda and Ken Cato
Sean and Lisa Cervantes
Lauren and John Cesare
Karen Chamberlain
Brent and Phyllis Chinn
Dennis and Stacey Christensen
Donald and Carolyn Clendenning
Ruth McHenry Coe
Art Collins
Amy Connors
Tony and Cassandra Contreras
Barbara Copple
Debra Cosentino
Filberta Cruz
Elizabeth Daniels
Mary Danze
Dave and Jean Davis
Karen and Gary Davis
Susan DeFranco
Tom and Kay Delaney
Steven DeLao
Chris Dettner
Matthew and Katherine Baginski Doar 
Milana Dodsworth
Stephen and Xenia Doerr
Stephen and Janet Dombro
Pamela Dong
Dave and Linda Doolin
Dave and Deborah Dorman
Dave and Margaret Doty
Shelley Downing
Lois and Steve DuBridge
Dori Duncan
Curtis and Virginia Dunn
Mimi Karas Durante
James and Sarah Ebert
Barbara Eggleston and Richard Rawson
Laurie Elliott
Bill and Paula Ellis
Gary and Sara Elspeth Fender

Tina Fister and Dirk Enzweiler
Jen Ford
Jim and Maria Fox
Kent and Ciska Freeman
Melissa and Carmelo Gallo
Laura Garber
Cynthia Garcia
Lori and Jeff Ghan
Doug and Dom Gotelli
Lyn and Charles Graves
Pamela and Michael Greene
Charles and Heidi Griffen
David and Laurie Guardanapo
Cory and Kimberly Gurley
Vince and Lisa Hansen
Eddie and Marie Harbin
Cheryl and David Heiman
Donald Heiman
Marian Heinkel
Mary Ann Heinrich
Robert and Anne Herrera
David and Kelly Herz
Dan and Anna Holder
Kathy and Dave Hopp
Jean and Mike Horton
Erik and Sue Iseman
Steven and Kim Jackman
Steve and Cathie Jacob
Cynthia Jacobs and Keith Barton
Ron and Diane Jacobsen
Rick Jones
Paul and Sheila Kadlecek
Lorri and Richard Kagan
Andrea Wheeler and Mitch Kahn
Nancy and Patrick Kane
Jonathan and Joella Gray Kermit
Yvonne and Brian Kiernan
DeDe Kiesow
Georgina and Kailand Kim
Katy Kindis
Suzannah Koob
Michele Kragen Balaban
Al and Kim Kunde
Michael and Debra La Tourette
Mary Lawler

Mardi Lee
Ron and Joan Leis
Kate Lenox
Barbara Lentz
Heather and Andy Lerner
Mike and Sue Lipsey
David and Mary Beth Loftus
Mark and Laura Longshore
Anne Loomis
Jean and Robert Lusk
David and Heidi MacKessy
Julie Madrigal
Alec and Diane Main
John and Linda Mancuso
John and Jennifer Mansperger
Dave and Sue Markham
Terri and Ray Marquiss
Phyllis Martin
John and Kyle Mastrolia
Cynthia Mathre
Lance and Sarah Maurer
Doug Max and Sara Kelley
Edward and Judith McCarthy
Patrick and Caryl Westerberg McDaid
Sherry McGuire
Malcolm and Eileen McKenna Smith
Lynne McManus
Steve and Michelle McMinn
Leeann and Todd Meeker
Steven and Carolyn Meredith
Kerri and Scott Mesa
Kevin and Dawn Miles
Lauren Miller
Joycelyn Mills
Judy Mine
Nancy Mirabella
Steve and Nancy Montalvo
Thomas and Alison Moore
Dave and Louise Morton
Karen and Raffi Nalvarian
Andrea and George Narancic
Thai Ngu
James and Carole Nichols
Roberta Nipper
Nancy and Steven Nylund

Marlo O'Brien
Denise Orlando
Sarah and Peter Osborne
Susie Otterson
Veronica Pallares
Michelle Palmer
Pam and Nancy Johnson Pell
Michael and Valerie Peller
Allison Perea
Deidre Perosina
Kevin Pezzaniti
Lan Ngo and Phu Phan
Annette and Ken Pizzo
Karam Singh Pooni
Richard and Katherine Potter
Jeffrey and Karen Quisol
John and Kimberley Rafalski
Heidi Ravizza
Glenn Reed
Barry and Terri Renfro
Randy and Becky Risser
John and Marilyn Ritchie
Mariana and Sam Rivera
George and Barbara Rix
Michael and Susan Roberts
Doug Robinson
Kathy and Scott Rockwell
Garth and Leslie Rodericks
Gordon and Donna Rooney
Luz and Alan Roscow
James and Clara Rowe
Jeri Russo
Paul and Barbara Sackles
Olivia Sampson and Erol Girt
Mike Sanchez
Debbi and Richard Santina
Ayman and Rebecca Sayed
Wayne and Frances Schatz
Shirlee Dinapoli Schiro
Vicki Schwob
Shelley Seibert Walton
Ray and Angie Sennewald
Gary Serda
Gretchen Seremitar
Kris and Tom Server

Dennis and Gayle Shean
Jim and Kathy Sheley
Gregory Siehl
Michael and Karen Sigman
David and Patricia Silva
Toni Sisco
Robert and Sumiko Skinner
Lynn Smallwood
Madeleine Smith
Natalie and Stephen Snyder
Helen Solinski
Esperanza Solorio
Tess Stahl and Bryan Johnston
Rod and Susan Standard
Scott and Laura Chang Stelter
Calvin Stevens
Ken and Karen Stothers
Julie and Mark Stover
Irma Suarez
Soteria Svorou
Lauren and George Tacke
William and Dawn Talley
Lance and Emi Tamura
Sonia Tate
Mark and Leslie TenBoer
Margo Terrill
Mark Terrill
Lori and Keith Tharp
Carol Thomas
Paula and Robert Tobiason
Mark and Leslie Torrance
Joseph and Laurie Toscano
Jose and Oliva Trampe
Huyen Tran
Tim and Donna Troxell
Dan and Nikki Tsouvas
Janice Unger
Elizabeth and Doug Vander Esch
Edward and Jennifer Verdonk
Roland and Debbie Vierra
Julie Villalpando
Michael and Jacqueline Volckaert
Dale and Toni Von Dohren
Larry and Amy Flood West
Tamme and Jim Whitaker

Gina Whitson
Anne Wilcox
Peter and Tina Williams
Cindy Wilson
Rebecca Wilson
Pat and Charles Winter
Virginia Wong
Julie Wood
Nancy and David Wood
Melissa Woolner
June and Alan Yamaguchi
Lynda Yoshioka-Drennan
Julie Young
Paul Zeiss

About My Students:  
“I have mentored two students; both have been polite and appreciative young 
men. They come from families who value education and want to see their 
sons succeed. They are not afraid to learn something new or to ask 
questions.”

Why It Matters:  
“Helping these students improve their reading and writing means they can 
catch up and keep up with other determined students in their classes.”

About HOSTS:  
HOSTS mentors are everyday people who spend one hour, once a week to 
accelerate the learning of one high school student. The program, Helping One 
Student To Succeed (HOSTS), targets motivated students who need help in 
language arts. By the end of the ’07 school year, 70% of students improved 
their reading level by at least one year (e.g., going from 7th to 8th grade level); 
several of the students’ reading levels increased by two grade levels.The 
Willow Glen Foundation supports the HOSTS program by recruiting and 
providing volunteers.

“I took the plunge to work with high 
school students.  I am so glad I did. I 
look forward to continue as a mentor 
during my retirement”.

Celia Sartor, HOSTS Mentor,  WGHS

Meet Celia Sartor, HOSTS Mentor
Supporting Academic Achievement For All
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Celia Sartor, HOSTS Mentor,  WGHS

Celia & Ivan
@ the WGH Media Center

Learn about becoming a HOSTS mentor.  
A high school student is waiting for you! 
Contact Debbie Bishop at (408) 266-1351
or by email wghsvolunteer@sbcglobal.net.
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ii CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE CLASS OF ‘08!


